For breakthrough documentary filmmaker Chiar

Clemente on 3ot (left)
and stlls from her
new deumentary
series, Beginnings

Clemente, art imitates her own glamorous life

Chiara Clemente is possibly the most fashion-
able documentarian ofher generation. The33-year-
old sits front-row at fashion shows; hosts exclusive
happenings at Manhattan's of-the-moment spots,
such as the Jane Hotel; and is regularly photo-
graphed on the red carpet wearing the work of one
or another of her designer friends, such as Phillip
Lim and Zac Posen, with her long hair flowing wild-
ly in that chic way that only Italians seem able to
pull off. But unlike most well-connected New York
offspring (her dad is neo-Expressionist painter
Francesco Clemente), who'd rather party than pay
their dues, Clemente likes to mix work with plea-
sure. This October, the Sundance Channel pre-
mieres Serinnings, her new series on seven blue-chip
New Yorkers, including fashion designer Carolina

Herrera, photographer Mario Sorrenti, and Yoko
Ono. “I wanted each person to talk about the really
early moments of their career, when, almost sub-
consciously, everything clicked,” says Clemente,
whase idea for the project was born out of today’s
vacuous celebrity culture. Depending on Begin-
nings success, she hopes to take the show on the
road, filming in Paris and "Ihh:.'u, as well as LA,
where she studied filmmaking at the Art Center
College of Design before shooting her first critically
acclaimed art-world documentary, Owr City Dreams.
“I'll always be a little bit edgy New York and a little
bit romantic, old-world Rome,” says Clemente, who
misses the artistic freedom fostered by L.A.'s slower
rhythm. We'd also argue that she's a little bit Old
Hollywood. —Whrmvey Vinaas
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